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AAAASF Underscores Importance of Spore
Testing as Part of its Patient Safety Initiatives

ith the renewed industry-wide initiative to
reduce the incidence of infections resulting
from improperly sterilized equipment, the

American Association for Accreditation of Ambulatory
Surgery Facilities' (AAAASF) is reiterating the role of its
Standard 220-040 in promoting patient safety. The
AAAASF Standard mandates that "a weekly spore test is
performed and the results filed for each autoclave".
AAAASF maintains that despite some industry discussion
about how often spores should be tested, the
Association's recommendations for weekly spore testing
conform with the recommendations of OSHA, AAMI,
CDC, JCAHO, AORN, ADA, AHA and many insurance
companies.

"We recognize that our Gold Standard of 100% compli-
ance may seem overly stringent at times, but health care
professionals should not compromise on patient safety.
While it may seem unrealistic to smaller facilities, like fer-
tility clinics that make less frequent use of the autoclave,
to conform with the standard, the AAAASF Board has
continually supported strict regulations to verify that
every facility's sterilization process is destroying microor-
ganisms and spores," said James A. Yates, MD, President
of AAAASF.

Recognizing that compliance to the weekly spore testing
may add additional operating costs to a facility, Confirm
Monitoring System of Englewood, CO offers a discount-
ed spore testing program which includes free reminders
to ensure that accredited facilities don't miss a test and
jeopardize their accreditation.

Participating AAAASF facilities receive written quarterly
test reports, and a facility that is self-evaluating or prepar-
ing for an on-site inspection, can confidentially view and
print their test results anytime by visiting the lab's web-
site. For more information visit the AAAASF site at
http://www.aaaasf.org  OR WWW.AAAASF.ORG/true.htm

The American Association for Accreditation of
Ambulatory Surgery Facilities, Inc. (AAAASF) is recognized
as the Gold Standard in Accreditation.  AAAASF is a major
proponent for peer review reporting and quality improve-
ment in the outpatient surgery environment. It is the mis-
sion of AAAASF to develop and implement standards of
excellence to ensure the highest quality of patient care
through an accreditation program that serves both the
medical community and the public interest. OR Today
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